
 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Ronald Sanders 

Embassy of Antigua & Barbuda 

3234 Prospect Ave NW 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Antigua & Barbuda 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Ronald Sanders, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Jorge Argüello 

Embassy of the Argentine Republic 

1600 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Argentina 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jorge Argüello, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Kevin Rudd 

Embassy of Australia 

1601 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Australia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Kevin Rudd, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Petra Schneebauer 

Embassy of Austria 

3524 International Court, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Austria 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Petra Schneebauer, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Jean-Arthur Régibeau 

Embassy of Belgium 

1430 K Street, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

Belgium 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jean-Arthur Régibeau, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Lynn Raymond Young 

Embassy of Belize 

2535 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Belize 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Lynn Raymond Young, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Jean-Claude Félix Do Rego 

Embassy of the Republic of Benin 

2124 Kalorama Road, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Benin 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jean-Claude Félix Do Rego, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti 

Embassy of the Federative Republic of Brazil 

3006 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Brazil 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Maria Luiza Ribeiro Viotti, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Georgi Panayotov 

Embassy of the Republic of Bulgaria 

1621 22nd Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Bulgaria 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Georgi Panayotov, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Keo Chhea 

Embassy of Cambodia 

4530 16th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20011 

Cambodia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Keo Chhea, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Henri Etoundi Essomba 

Embassy of the Republic of Cameroon 

2349 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Cameroon 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Henri Etoundi Essomba, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Juan Gabriel Valdés 

Embassy of the Republic of Chile 

1732 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Chile 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Juan Gabriel Valdés, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Luis Gilberto Murillo 

Embassy of Colombia 

1724 Massachusetts Avenue NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Colombia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Luis Gilberto Murillo, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Serge Mombouli 

Embassy of Republic of the Congo 

1726 M Street, NW, Suite 601 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Republic of the Congo 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Serge Mombouli, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Catalina Cresposancho 

Embassy of Costa Rica 

2114 S Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Costa Rica 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Catalina Cresposancho, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Mr. Angaman Konan 

Embassy of the Republic of Côte d'Ivoire 

Conseiller Technique du Ministère des Ressources Animales et Halieutuiques (MIRAH) Plateau 

Immeuble Caistab 

2424 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Côte d'Ivoire 

 

 

Dear Mr. Angaman Konan, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 



that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 

the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Pjer Šimunović 

Embassy of the Republic of Croatia 

2343 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Croatia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Pjer Šimunović, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Marios Lysiotis 

Embassy of the Republic of Cyprus 

2211 R Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Cyprus 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Marios Lysiotis, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Miloslav Stašek 

Embassy of Czech Republic 

3900 Spring of Freedom Street NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Czech Republic 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Miloslav Stašek, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Jesper Møller Sørensen 

Embassy of Denmark 

3200 Whitehaven St. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Denmark 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jesper Møller Sørensen, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Steve Ferrol 

Embassy of Dominica 

 1701 Pennsylvania, Ave., N.W., Suite 200, Washington, D.C. 20006 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Dominica 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Steve Ferrol, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Sonia Guzmán 

Embassy of Dominican Republic 

1715 22nd Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Dominican Republic 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Sonia Guzmán, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Mr. Walter Schuldt  

Embassy of Ecuador 

Director of Environment and Sustainable Development Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Human 

Mobility of Ecuador 

2535 15th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Ecuador 

 

 

Dear Mr. Walter Schuldt , 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 



that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 

the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Chargé d’Affaires Berhane G. Solomon 

Embassy of the State of Eritrea 

1708 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Eritrea 

 

 

Dear Chargé d’Affaires Berhane G. Solomon, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Kristjan Prikk 

Embassy of Estonia 

2131 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Estonia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Kristjan Prikk, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Mikko Tapani Hautala 

Embassy of Finland 

3301 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Finland 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Mikko Tapani Hautala, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Laurent Bili 

Embassy of France 

4101 Reservoir Road, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

France 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Laurent Bili, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Momodou Lamin Bah 

Embassy of the Republic of The Gambia 

1425 K Street, NW, Suite 600 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

The Gambia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Momodou Lamin Bah, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Noël Nelson Messone 

Embassy of the Gabonese Republic 

2034 20th St N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Gabon 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Noël Nelson Messone, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Emily Haber 

Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany 

4645 Reservoir Road NW 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Germany 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Emily Haber, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Alima Mahama 

Embassy of the Republic of Ghana 

3512 International Drive, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Republic of Ghana 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Alima Mahama, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Yolande Yvonne Smith 

Embassy of Grenada 

1701 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Grenada 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Yolande Yvonne Smith, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador João Soares Da Gama 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of Guinea-Bissau to the United Nations 

336 East 45th Street, 13th Floor 

New York, NY 10017 

Guinea-Bissau 

 

 

Dear Ambassador João Soares Da Gama, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Fatoumata Kaba 

Embassy of Republic of Guinea 

2112 Leroy Place, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Republic of Guinea 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Fatoumata Kaba, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Szabolcs Ferenc Takacs 

Embassy of Hungary 

1500 Rhode Island Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

Hungary 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Szabolcs Ferenc Takacs, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Bergdís Ellertsdóttir 

Embassy of Iceland 

2900 K Street, NW, Suite 509 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Iceland 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Bergdís Ellertsdóttir, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Taranjit Singh Sandhu 

Embassy of India 

2107 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

India 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Taranjit Singh Sandhu, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason 

Embassy of Ireland 

2234 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Ireland 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Geraldine Byrne Nason, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Michael Herzog 

Embassy of Israel 

3514 International Drive, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Israel 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Michael Herzog, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Mariangela Zappia 

Embassy of Italy 

3000 Whitehaven Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Italy 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Mariangela Zappia, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Lazarus Ombai Amayo 

Embassy of the Republic of Kenya 

2249 R Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Kenya 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Lazarus Ombai Amayo, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Teburoro Tito 

Permanent Mission of Kiribati to the United Nations 

685 Third Avenue, Suite 1109 

New York, NY 10017 

Kiribati 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Teburoro Tito, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Hyundong Cho 

Embassy of Republic of Korea 

2450 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Republic of Korea 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Hyundong Cho, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Sisavath Inphachanh 

Embassy of the Lao People's Democratic Republic 

2222 S Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Laos 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Sisavath Inphachanh, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Jeff Gongoer Dowana 

Embassy of the Republic of Liberia 

5201 16th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20011 

Liberia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jeff Gongoer Dowana, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Audra Plepytė 

Embassy of the Republic of Lithuania 

2622 16th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Lithuania 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Audra Plepytė, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Nicole Bintner-Bakshian 

Embassy of the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg 

2200 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Luxembourg 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Nicole Bintner-Bakshian, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Sékou Berthe 

Embassy of the Republic of Mali 

2130 R Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Mali 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Sékou Berthe, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador  Gerald Zackios 

Embassy of Republic of the Marshall Islands 

2433 Massachusetts Avenue, NW, First Floor 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Republic of the Marshall Islands 

 

 

Dear Ambassador  Gerald Zackios, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Cissé Mint Cheikh Ould Boide 

Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania 

2129 Leroy Place, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Mauritania 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Cissé Mint Cheikh Ould Boide, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Esteban Moctezuma 

Embassy of Mexico 

1911 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Mexico 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Esteban Moctezuma, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Maguy Maccario Doyle 

Embassy of Monaco 

3400 International Drive, NW, Ste 2k-100 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Monaco 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Maguy Maccario Doyle, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Batbayaru lziidelger 

Embassy of Mongolia 

2833 M Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Mongolia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Batbayaru lziidelger, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Youssef Amrani 

Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco 

3508 International Drive NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Morocco 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Youssef Amrani, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Margo Deiye 

Permanent Mission of Nauru to the United Nations 

801 Second Avenue, Third Floor 

New York, NY 10017 

Nauru 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Margo Deiye, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Andre Haspels 

Embassy of Netherlands 

4200 Linnean Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Netherlands 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Andre Haspels, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Bede Gilbert Corry 

Embassy of New Zealand 

37 Observatory Circle, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

New Zealand 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Bede Gilbert Corry, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Francisco Campbell 

Embassy of the Republic of Nicaragua 

1627 New Hampshire Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Nicaragua 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Francisco Campbell, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Anniken Ramberg Krutnes 

Embassy of Norway 

2720 34th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Norway 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Anniken Ramberg Krutnes, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Moosa Hamdan Moosa Al Tai 

Embassy of the Sultanate of Oman 

2535 Belmont Road, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Oman 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Moosa Hamdan Moosa Al Tai, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Hersey Kyota 

Embassy of Republic of Palau 

1701 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Republic of Palau 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Hersey Kyota, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Ramón Eduardo Martínez De La Guardia 

Embassy of the Republic of Panama 

2862 McGill Terrace, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Panama 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Ramón Eduardo Martínez De La Guardia, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Alfredo Ferrero Diez Canseco 

Embassy of Peru 

1700 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Peru 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Alfredo Ferrero Diez Canseco, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Marek Grzegorz Magierowski 

Embassy of the Republic of Poland 

2640 16th Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20009 

Poland 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Marek Grzegorz Magierowski, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Francisco António Duarte Lopes 

Embassy of Portugal 

2012 Massachusetts Ave., NW 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Portugal 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Francisco António Duarte Lopes, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Dan Andrei Muraru 

Embassy of Romania 

1607 23rd Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Romania 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Dan Andrei Muraru, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Damiano Beleffi 

Permanent Mission of the Republic of San Marino to the United Nations 

327 East 50th Street 

New York, NY 10022 

San Marino 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Damiano Beleffi, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Mr. Ilair Da Conceição 

Embassy of Sao Tome & Principe 

1211 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 300 

Washington, D.C. 20036 

Sao Tome & Principe 

 

 

Dear Mr. Ilair Da Conceição, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martin 

Embassy of Saint Kitts and Nevis 

3216 New Mexico Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20016 

Saint Kitts and Nevis 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jacinth Henry-Martin, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Elizabeth Darius-Clarke 

Embassy of Saint Lucia 

1629 K Street, NW, Suite 1250 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Saint Lucia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Elizabeth Darius-Clarke, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Lou-Anne Gaylene Gilchrist 

Embassy of Saint Vincent & The Grenadines 

1627 K Street NW, Suite 704 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Saint Vincent & The Grenadines 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Lou-Anne Gaylene Gilchrist, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Mansour Kane 

Embassy of the Republic of Senegal 

2215 M Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Senegal 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Mansour Kane, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Radovan Javorčík 

Embassy of Slovak Republic 

3523 International Court, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Slovak Republic 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Radovan Javorčík, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission
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Ambassador Iztok Mirošič 

Embassy of the Republic of Slovenia 

2410 California Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Slovenia 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Iztok Mirošič, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Jane Mugafalu Kabui Waetara 

Permanent Mission of Solomon Islands to the United Nations 

685 Third Avenue, Suite 1105 

New York, NY 10017 

Solomon Islands 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jane Mugafalu Kabui Waetara, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Nomaindiya Mfeketo 

Embassy of the Republic of South Africa 

3051 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

South Africa 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Nomaindiya Mfeketo, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Santiago Cabanas 

Embassy of Spain 

2375 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Spain 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Santiago Cabanas, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Jan Marten Willem Schalkwijk 

Embassy of the Republic of Suriname 

4301 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 460 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Suriname 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jan Marten Willem Schalkwijk, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Karin Olofsdotter 

Embassy of Sweden 

2900 K Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20007 

Sweden 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Karin Olofsdotter, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Jacques Henri Pitteloud 

Embassy of Switzerland 

2900 Cathedral Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Switzerland 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Jacques Henri Pitteloud, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Elsie Sia Kanza 

Embassy of the United Republic of Tanzania 

1232 22nd St. NW 

Washington, D.C. 20037 

Tanzania 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Elsie Sia Kanza, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Frédéric Edem Hegbe 

Embassy of the Republic of Togo 

2208 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

Togo 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Frédéric Edem Hegbe, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Tapugao Falefou 

Permanent Mission of Tuvalu to the United Nations 

800 Second Avenue, #400 D 

New York, NY 10017 

Tuvalu 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Tapugao Falefou, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 

 
 
 
 
Attachment: Alaska Eskimo Whaling Commission



 

 

 

 

 

September 2, 2024 

 

 

Ambassador Karen Pierce 

British Embassy Washington 

3100 Massachusetts Avenue, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20008 

United Kingdom 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Karen Pierce, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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Ambassador Andrés Augusto Durán Hareau 

Embassy of Uruguay 

1913 I Street, NW 

Washington, D.C. 20006 

Uruguay 

 

 

Dear Ambassador Andrés Augusto Durán Hareau, 

 

In advance of this year’s meeting of the International Whaling Commission (IWC), it is 

our honor to provide you with the enclosed materials describing the important role of aboriginal 

subsistence whaling in Alaska.  

 

Subsistence whaling is a cultural rite that has been practiced by Alaska’s indigenous Iñupiat 

and Siberian Yupik communities for millennia. Each spring and fall, whaling captains from 

communities along Alaska’s Arctic Ocean coast take to the sea with their crews to pursue bowhead 

whales in the hopes of bringing home a share of the annual whale harvest.  

 

Meat and maktak (skin and blubber) taken from the harvested whales are circulated, free 

of charge, among community members, feeding family members, elders, and loved ones across 

the State. Sharing of whale meat and maktak is one of the most important values in Iñupiat culture, 

and almost all organs and tissues of the whale are utilized whole or in part by Iñupiat families. In 

addition to fulfilling an important cultural tradition, whaling provides a secure and reliable source 

of food for families living in an otherwise food-insecure region, where prices for basic staples are 

extremely high and grocery stores are few in number.  

 

Alaska’s Iñupiat and Siberian Yupik whaling communities have had to fight to protect their 

way of life. A moratorium on subsistence whaling instituted by the IWC in 1977, based on 

inaccurate scientific assumptions and data, threatened to devastate these communities and their 

culture. In response, whaling captains came together with a unified voice to form the Alaska 

Eskimo Whaling Commission (AEWC) to advocate for their heritage and the protection of their 

whaling traditions.  

 

Since its founding, the AEWC has worked in close collaboration with both the United 

States government and the IWC to cooperatively manage the annual subsistence bowhead whale 

harvest using rigorous science and stringent quotas. Today, the IWC Scientific Committee advises 

that the very limited subsistence harvest taken by the AEWC’s villages is well within conservation 

targets for maintaining the health of the Western Arctic bowhead whale population. The work of 



the AEWC has improved our understanding of the bowhead whale stock in the Arctic and allowed 

traditional whaling knowledge to be passed on to younger generations. Alaska’s Congressional 

delegation is proud of the work undertaken by the AEWC to help our nation fulfill its commitments 

under the International Convention for the Regulation of Whaling. 

 

We hope the materials included here are of interest to you and your staff as your nation 

prepares to participate in the 69th biennial meeting of the IWC. The United States delegation looks 

forward to working with you to support aboriginal subsistence whaling and safeguard the health 

and wellbeing of whale populations around the world. 

 

We are happy to provide responses to any questions you might have. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
 

 

 

Lisa Murkowski 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Dan Sullivan 

United States Senator 

 

 

 

Mary Sattler Peltola 

Representative for All Alaska 
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